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The Draper Effect
" Draper was to decorating what Chanel was to fashion. She brought color into a world which was
sad and dreary. Today...everyone wants color around them again." --Carleton Varney
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The Draper Effect (continued)
Dorothy Draper (1889-1969) was America's
first female interior designer. She was known
for turning ‘the establishment’ on its ear with
her outlandish use of color, texture and
ornate fixtures. A forward thinker, Draper
was the Grand Dame of bright, bold color
and texture combinations in her decorating of
socialite homes, hotels, offices and hospitals.
The Queen of Color and Texture
One of the first people to believe that vivid,
beautiful colors helped people to feel happier,
she used wild and varied palettes, deviating
from the typical dark color schemes of the
dominant Victorian inspired style.
She favored using such dramatic color
combinations as green and red with coral, or
black and white with bits of color thrown in
for emphasis. It is said that she suggested the
Howard Johnson's orange and blue color
scheme, which lasted to this day.

Dorothy Draper

Draper also mixed different fabrics and
textures to make a bold statement. She was
the first to combine strong stripes with grand
cabbage rose floral material. She loved
oversized details, like huge mantels, ornate
moldings, and lots of mirrors. One of her
mottos was, "If it feels right, it's right!" True
to her words, her often-theatrical
combination of colors and props, such as a
birdcage chandelier, somehow worked,
leaving people with a larger-than-life feeling
still loved today.
Draper’s Achievements
Dorothy Draper was famed for many
decorating achievements, not limited to the
Hampshire House, the dining area in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the lobby
of the Carlyle. She also decorated the entire
Greenbriar Hotel in West Virginia and the
Camilla Restaurant in the Drake Hotel in
Chicago.

Hampshire House Lobby, 1937

**The Hampshire House would love to hear from
you! Please feel free to submit your suggestions
for future editions to the Executive Office.
Thank you!**
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Draper authored two successful books about
decor and decorating, and was invited to
decorate airplane and automobile interiors. Not
bad for a woman in an era when women were
typically little more than homemakers!
While nearly half a decade has passed since
Dorothy Draper actively designed and decorated,
her influence can still be seen in interior design
today. Modern decorators follow her belief – that
color is mentally beneficial as well as fun.
Benjamin Moore created a collection of colors
reminiscent of Draper's signature paint colors,
and even furniture makers and decorators are
copying and promoting ‘the Draper
Touch’. Thomasville's magazine, 'Dream', shows
how to achieve a modern-day Draper sitting
room. Teaming large-print cabbage rose
upholstered furniture, bold paint schemes and
over-scaled elements help to capture the unique
flare for which Draper was famed.

New York magazine's article, "The Draper Effect"
by Wendy Goodman, lists six different points
you'll need to incorporate into your decor if you
want to channel Draper's vision: Intense color,
dense, textured carpet, striking details, a roaring
fire, and exuberant prints.
From Goodman’s Article:
“Modern-Day Drapers

As Minimalism loses its novelty, a new generation
of designers is keeping the flame alive. Miles
Redd and Kelly Wearstler channel Draper via
interiors filled with overscaled elements (elaborate
door frames, neo-Baroque furniture) and a general
sense of joie de decorating. Jamie Drake, creator
of the bold Gracie Mansion redecoration, is an
acolyte of the strong color scheme, and the firm of
Diamond Baratta has fearlessly piled pattern
upon pattern for a new definition of over-the-top.
Don’t say gaudy, say exuberant!”
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The Changing of the Seasons
As we transition from the
cooling system to the heating
season, it is most important to
have your units service and
winterized. Whether you have
a through-the-wall unit or
central heating and cooling,
please call your service
company to perform their
annual fall service. This service
should include cleaning and
changing of filters.
Additionally anyone who has a
unit that faces the park should
ask their service provider to
install "winter boards" on all
units. These boards block the
cold air from freezing the
heating cools during periods
that dip below freezing
temperatures outside (32* of
below air temperature). If coils
freeze, they can be damaged
and cause a steam leak that can
destroy or damage your
apartment or others.
Holiday Decorations Safety:
1. Keep live trees away from
heat sources. Place your tree
away from fireplaces and
heaters, and keep a fire
extinguisher near your tree.
Live trees are highly flammable,
due to needles and sap.
2. Hydrate your tree. A driedout tree can catch fire faster
than one that has been properly
watered. Check the water level
every other day to ensure proper
hydration. 3. Fake it! If you buy
an artificial tree, make sure it’s
labeled “fire resistant.” Fireresistant trees are less
susceptible to catching fire.

3. Don’t burn wrapping paper
in the fireplace. Paper can
catch fire very quickly and can
cause flash fires. Instead,
recycle (or better yet, reuse!)
your wrapping paper.
4. Double-check your lights for
safety. Replace any lights with
frayed wires, broken sockets,
and loose connections.
The CPSC issued new
guidelines for seasonal light
safety in 2015, setting a
minimum wire size, and
standards for strain relief and
over-current protection.
5. Power down before you turn
in. Turn off all lights when you
go to bed and before leaving the
house to avoid a short that
could start an electrical fire.
6. Prevent electrical cord
damage. Don’t mount lights in
a way that might damage the
cords, and avoid using nails or
tacks. Use hooks or insulated
staples instead.
7. Don’t use candles. Keep
candles unlit, or replace with
battery-operated candles, which
are lovely and convenient.
8. Use unbreakable
ornaments. If you have fragile
ornaments, place them out of
reach from pets and kids.
9. Beware of poisonous
plants. While festive,
poinsettias are poisonous when
eaten, so keep them out of reach
of kids and pets.

Snow Removal and Ice:
Although the Hampshire House
staff always does a wonderful
job removing snow from the
front of the building, other
properties around Manhattan
do not. Please keep this in
mind as you go about your
travels in and around the city.
Additionally, there are many
incidents yearly where people
are hurt when hit with falling
ice that has melted on building
roofs and facades, particularly
on warmer days following a
period of heavy snow or
freezing rain. Take the
following precautions and stay
safe on your feet:
Slow down and think about
your next move. Stabilize your
body before taking your first
step by widening your stance
with your feet about a foot
apart. Your knees should be
loose and slightly bent. This will
keep your center of gravity
lower to the ground.
Proceed with small steps while
stabilizing yourself as above
with each one. Some people
prefer to drag their feet or
shuffle them. If this feels better
to you, then do so. Just
remember to place your whole
foot on the ice at once and keep
your base of support
approximately one foot wide.
Of course, it’s always better to
avoid tricky situations by
planning ahead.

If you have any questions, please call the Executive Office or Engineering, and we will be happy to
assess your safety.
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Employee Recognition
Please remember to congratulate
the following dedicated employees
for their hard work and
anniversaries this quarter!
October:

Famous Past Residents
Did you know that the Hampshire House
was once home to our beloved, Art
Garfunkle?
About living in Manhattan, the now 73 yearold, long time NYC devotee said, “I’m crazy

Tyrone Parkins ~
Housekeeping (32 years)
Noel Mercado ~
Bell staff
(28 years)
Bruce Porter
Bell staff

~
(2 years)

Abid Taofik
Engineering

~
(17 years)

Lev Kind
Engineering

~
(21years)

November:
Ronald Gomez ~
Housekeeping (9 yrs)

about Manhattan. I love the thrill of it. I just
love where I am. A few feet from Central
Park? I’m a lucky chap.”
Garfunkel lived at the Hampshire House
shortly after his move to the big apple from
his birth home in Forest Hills, Queens. Not a
huge jump, but one that, for him, became a
measure of his musical success.
“I was a newcomer to fame, and they gave
me a room with a little terrace on the 25th
floor. I got up in the morning, had my roomservice orange juice, stepped out onto the
terrace and looked out over New York as a
man whose life had just been transformed. I
was on top of the world.”
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Neighborhood News
BOARD OF ELECTIONS IN THE
CITY OF NEW YORK:

Please be advised that our polling
location to vote has changed. It is now
at the 53rd Street Library, 18 West 53rd
Street, between 5th and 6th avenues. See
you at the polls!

Important Dates this Quarter
•

November 9 – 5:30 p.m. – Budget
Meeting, Executive Office

•

November 16 – 5:30 p.m. – Board
of Directors Meeting, 5:30 p.m.,
Executive Office

•

December 14 – 5:00 p.m. – Board
of Director’s Meeting, Executive
Office.
Note: Please note: The December
14th Board of Directors Meeting
will begin at 1/2 hour earlier than
the normal time of 5:30PM,
because it will be followed by the
Annual Holiday Party. We hope
you will join us for this annual,
festive celebration!

HAMPSHIRE HOUSE LOGO
UMBRELLAS, like the one
pictured below, are now for sale
through the executive office for
$35.00, including tax.
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